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Theme for 2008  -  "To make known among the Gentiles the glorious riches of this mystery which is 

Christ in you, the hope of glory" - Col. 1:27 
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Thank God for angels from Nepal – studying at MBTS in June, both 
Bro. Dhan Raj and Bro. Madan has refreshed us at all our sangati 
services. In July Ps. Paul Subba from India also blessed us as well as 

being our interpreter for the workers' workshop. We are unable to 
continue with the Bt. Feringghi house group since the employer 
moved our believers. The move was a direct attempt to stop 
Christian influence after our encounter with the arrogant employer at 
his restaurant, late April. The house group leader, Suman has also 
left for Nepal. We did breakfast fellowship twice and Chandan is 

doing visitations as well as telephone calls. One-stop house group is 
also struggling as our believers work till 10pm and all of them do not 
possess valid documents even though they are legal workers. We 
believe this is the employer's tactic to keep the workers under fear 
and to restrict their movements. We had at least 18 Nepalis accept 
Christ over April & May, out of which 7 were repatriated and 7 
baptized at MBTS beach on July 12th. We could have baptized all 
11 of them except that 3 guys wanted to wait till they return home while 1 was suddenly was 
busy with OT work.   
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We realized that most churches want to start something at 
their own premises and have full ownership of their 
ministry. Therefore we organized a workshop on reaching 
the Nepali diaspora last month. Our trainers, the Geiss 
family has  helped plant Nepali churches in Maryland, 
USA and Bangkok. We had a good turnout at PCC on 
July 19th from different churches, some already involved in reaching Nepalis while some 
very keen to learn. Our prayer is that more churches will reach out to the Nepalis in their 
areas with whatever resource they have. It is our hope also that we can be a blessing to these 
churches by sharing our resource when necessary even though we are at this time still very 
limited. We invite local church and ministry leaders to come talk with us should they feel they 
need our resource and help.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As soon as renovation work at Chulia Street was almost done, we had a soft opening cum 
workers' workshop at our Nepali Resource centre located on the first floor. The name of our 
centre is ���)$�*��%� , meaning true friend (Jn. 15:13). It is a place of refuge and rest for  
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Nepali immigrant workers seeking counsel, paralegal aid and training. It also function as a 
spiritual sanctuary and an administrative base. 
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Since the Lunas evangelistic farewell late June, we have been going  
to Lunas many times to follow-up on the 7 new believers as well as 
the process of their case. On July 1st, the first group of 12 workers 
were repatriated. But since then, the rest got very anxious over the 
delay of their repatriation. The employer faulted the Immigration 
department for the delay. July 28th, one of them was cruelly slashed 
by two local Indian men on a motorbike. Dipak received 10 stitches 
for the 1" deep wound at the back of his neck and a shot at the local 
clinic. But the supervisor would not help him lodge a police report so we helped lodge a 
report for him the following night. August 20th one more worker - Yugal was repatriated. 
After months of anxious anticipation, finally the rest of the 25 workers were repatriated on the 
26th. We celebrated their freedom and God's answer to their pleas on the 25th night with 
exhortation, prayer, songs and dancing. 
 

 
 
 
 
 

Jit Bahadur Gurung – June 25th, two of our believers while evangelizing at Komtar came 
across a very thin and weak Nepali who became undocumented 4 years ago. Concerned for 
his health and well-being, they prayed for him and told me he probably needed urgent medical 
attention. Dr. Goh very kindly offered his help as we visited him but since diagnosis was 
difficult Dr. Goh helped us get blood tests as well as chest X-rays done. Due to his status, we 
were afraid to admit him into GH until we got assurance from Nepal Embassy that they will 
help in case of attempted detention. July 5th, we admitted him 
to GH and after 2 rounds of checks by 2 groups of doctors, 
they decided that he needed surgery but frankly told us that he 
will probably not survive as he was already too weak. The 
following morning, he passed away at 10am – his intestines 
were badly perforated due to TB. On behalf of Jit's family and 
friends, we want to thank the Embassy, GBC, PCC and EPCC 
for their financial contribution toward the repatriation of the 
deceased' body to Nepal. 
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The term 'Foreign Worker' is defined as an employee who is not a citizen (Sect. 2 
Employment Act 1955). They are categorized as either migrant workers or expatriates. All 
migrant workers in Malaysia are semi-skilled or unskilled. They are differentiated from 
expatriates who has professional  capacity. Some facts concerning migrant workers are: 

 Migrant labour (both documented & undocumented) contributes 20% of the Malaysian  
labour force 

 Almost 10% of our nation's population, it is the 3rd  largest community in Malaysia with 
workers from at least 12 source countries 

 Malaysia has relied on migrant labour since the early 1970s  and today is the highest 
destination country for migrant labour in Asia 

 Despite the government's target to reduce the number of FWs to 1.5million by 20151, 
Malaysia is heavily reliant on FWs particularly migrant workers 

 Yet there is still no comprehensive policy framework for the protection of  migrant 
workers' rights 

Q. What are the major problems faced by migrant workers? 

1. Profiling –  they are targets of enforcement officers simply because they are foreigners 
2. Stereotyping -  common negative associations, eg. crime, diseases, vice & violence 
3. Insufficient policies – various authorities not recognizing the other nor working together 
4. Exploitation - by recruiting agencies and employers 
5. Mass undocumented migrant workers 

The institutionalization of international labour migration (ILM) by both labour-exporting and 
labour-importing countries has resulted in the emergence of a migration industry – it is Big 
business! 

Q. Will God turn a deaf ear to the cries of the poor & dispossessed? 

Because our compassionate God requires for us to do justice and to love 
kindness (Micah 6:8) we are part of an NGO network called JUMP2 that 
recently ran a workshop on handling cases of migrant issues. Sadly, none 
of the LPN members came but most participants came from mainline 
churches eg. Catholic, Tamil Methodist, Anglican, Brethren.  
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We are expecting the latest addition to our ministry team - Rabin & 
Gita soon. This is possible because of the partnership of Kawan KL, 
SMC Penang & PCC Penang. We are having a combined prayer 
day on Merdeka Day. Therefore there will not be the usual Sangati services at Prai or Bayan 
Pt that Sunday. Sis. Kailee will be away in Nepal Sept 5th-28th. We are running a training 
camp (Oct 1st-4th) at MBTS during the Raya holidays. During Kailee's absence, please refer 
all administrative matters to Mrs. Chong or Melanie Hurlbut and ministry matters to Anil & 
Chandan. Training Camp is open to all Nepali believers, please contact Anil or Chandan.  

                                                
1 Sunday Star, January 20th 2008, pg. 6 
2 Jaliran Utara Migrasi dan Pelarian 


