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2l keep yourselves in God's | 1S Qi ail 7‘3 ’ *

P the mercy of our 5 Christ to
Oring you to eterna

9 'As the Father has loved me. so have 4
oved you. Now remain in my love. 10 If you
ceep my commands. you will remain in my
ove, just as | have kept my Father's
commands and remain in his love. Il | have
told you this so that my joy may be in you and
that your joy may be complete.
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MATTHEW 24:13







BUILD YOURSELF UP IN PRAY IN THE SPIRIT
THE MOST HOLY FAITH



1JUDE, A SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST AND A BROTHER OF JAMES, T0 THOSE WHO HAVE
BEEN CALLED, WHO ARE LOVED IN GOD THE FATHER AND KEPT FOR (BY) JESUS CHRIST

24 T0 HIM WHO IS ABLE T0 KEEP YOU FROM STUMBLING AND T0 PRESENT YOU
BEFORE HIS GLORIOUS PRESENCE WITHOUT FAULT AND WITH GREAT JOY
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| want you to know how sorry | am for what I’ve done to
you and to Dad and to the family’s honour through my ...
my terrible selfishness.




The day you left, this is where Dad stood, watching you till you were out of
sight. And he came back here so often that | started calling this place
‘Prodigal’s Point.’ If someone couldn’t find Dad, I’d say, ‘Check Prodigal’s
Point.’ He never stopped hoping he’d see you coming back home.




I’d have my hand to the plough, and then I’d see him up here gazing into the
distane, hoping to see you. It used to really irritate me. You know why?”




If you had asked me at the time, | would have said it was because Dad staring down
the road wasn’t going to bring you back. That he was wasting valuable time. But that
wasn’t the real reason. It made me angry because when | saw Dad longing for you, it

felt to me like he missed you more than he appreciated me. Like he didn’t value all |

was doing for him. Like he didn’t think our relationship was special, like | did.




You know, | asked Dad once why he wasn’t more angry with you. He said it was
because ‘the Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast
love’ (Psalm 103:8). | took this as Dad avoiding coming to terms with what you did and

trying to use Scripture to make it look holy. So, | reminded him that other Scriptures
clearly show that God gets angry over sin, and so should we. To which he said
something like, ‘When men get angry, God’s righteousness is rarely seen.’




| said to him, ‘So, we’re never supposed to get angry. Ben can walk off to only God
knows where with all that money you worked so hard for, blow it on whores and
whatever else, and we’re not supposed to get angry? We’re just supposed to bow
our heads and meekly pray that God brings him back home? | don’t think so?!’




Dad said, ‘I’'m not saying we shouldn’t be angry. But the Scriptures say, “Be angry,
and do not sin”’ (Psalm 4:4). | wanted to pull my hair out. ‘Tell me what you think
that’s supposed to mean, Dad!’ | don’t think I’ll ever forget his answer.




. He said, ‘Jude, I’ve been trying to figure that out for decades. And, honestly, | don’t
know if I’m getting the balance right with Ben. But what | do know is this: if God’s
mercy and grace and steadfast love make him slow to anger toward his sinful
children — of which | am one — then when my children sin, that’s what | want them
to experience from me.’




Lost son, NOT lost sonship!




9 ‘s The Falher has loved me; so have J loved you.
/\fw/‘z,enmémml//m”
JOHN 15



OBEDIENCE

10O IF YOU KEEP MY COMMANDS, YOU

WILL REMAIN IN MY LOVE, JUST AS |
HAVE KEPT MY FATHER’'S COMMANDS
AND REMAIN IN HIS LOVE. (JOHN 15)
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AND HIS COMMANDMENTS ARE

1 JOHN 5:3







29 But he answered his father, “Look! Al
these years ['ve been slaving for you and
never disobeyed your orders. Yet you never
gave me even a young goat so | could
celebrate with my friends. 30 But when this

son of yours who has squandered your
property with prostitutes comes home, you
kill the fattened calf for him!”

LUKE [




31 ""MY SON," THE FATHER SAID, "YOU a

ARE ALWAYS WITH ME, AND |
EVERYTHING | HAVE IS YOURS.
(LUKE 15)
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1 JOHN 4:19




9 “As the Father has
loved me, so have I

loved you.

(M U

John 15




13 GREATER LOVE HAS NO ONE THAN THIS: TO LAY DOWN
ONE'S LIFE FOR ONE'S FRIENDS.(JOHN 15)



10 If you keep my commands,
you will remain in my love,
just as I have kept my Father's
commands and remain in his
love.

C

John 15




111 HAVE TOLD YOU THIS SO THAT MY JOY MAY BE IN YOU AND THAT YOUR JOY MAY BE COMPLETE.
[JOHN 15)
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