
Judges 4:1-9

A Woman 

With Many

Hats



Judges 4

2 So the LORD sold them into the hands of Jabin king of Canaan, who

reigned in Hazor. Sisera, the commander of his army, was based in

Harosheth Haggoyim.



Judges 4

3 Because he had nine 

hundred chariots fitted with 

iron and had cruelly 

oppressed  the Israelites for 

twenty years, they cried to 

the LORD for help.

4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the 

wife of Lappidoth, was 

leading Israel at that time.



Judges 4

6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to

him, “The LORD, the God of Israel, commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten

thousand men of Naphtali and Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor.



Judges 4 

7 I will lead Sisera, the commander of
Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his
troops to the Kishon River and give
him into your hands.’”
8 Barak said to her, “If you go with me,
I will go; but if you don’t go with me, I
won’t go.”
9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said
Deborah. “But because of the course
you are taking, the honor will not be
yours, for the LORD will deliver Sisera
into the hands of a woman.” So
Deborah went with Barak to Kedesh.





Judges 4

4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the

wife of Lappidoth, was

leading Israel at that time.

❖ Deborah was a Prophetess

❖ Deborah was a Wife

❖ Deborah was a Judge



Judges 4 (ESV)

6 She sent and summoned Barak the son of Abinoam from Kedesh-naphtali
and said to him, “Has not the LORD, the God of Israel, commanded you,
‘Go, gather your men
14 And Deborah said to Barak, “Up! For this is the day in which the LORD has
given Sisera into your hand. Does not the LORD go out before you?”

This is the much 

needed assurance 

and confirmation one 

needs to hear from 

the Lord about the 

path and direction 

one is about to take.



1 Corinthians 14

3 But the one who 

prophesies speaks to 
people for their 

strengthening, 
encouraging and 

comfort. 4 
… the one 

who prophesies edifies
the church.



Instructions For Christian Households



The Only Female Judge In The Bible

5 She held court under the
Palm of Deborah between
Ramah and Bethel in the
hill country of Ephraim,
and the Israelites went up
to her to have their
disputes decided.

(Judges 4)



The Importance of Judges

❖ To defend and rescue God’s people from their enemies.

❖ To ‘save and deliver’ Israel through warfare – courageous military

leaders

❖ The Lord was ‘with’ the judge, demonstrated in the work of the ‘Spirit of

The Lord’ in the judges throughout the whole book (3:10; 11:29;

13:25;14:6,19; 15:14). Eg. Othniel, Gideon, Jephthah & Samson

❖ To call Israel to turn away from idolatry unto obedience to the Lord –

spiritual leaders.



Be Alert & Watchful

4 The weapons we fight with

are not the weapons of the

world. On the contrary, they

have divine power to

demolish strongholds. 5 We

demolish arguments and

every pretension that sets

itself up against the

knowledge of God, and we

take captive every thought to

make it obedient to Christ.

(2 Corinthians 10)



A Mother In Israel

7 Villagers in Israel would not

fight; they held back until I,

Deborah, arose, until I arose, a

mother in Israel.

15 The princes of Issachar were 

with Deborah; yes, Issachar was 

with Barak,

(Judges 5)



The Price

Sin will take us farther than we want to go, 

keep us longer than we want to stay, 

and cost us more than we want to pay!




