
Receiving

Hebrews 12:25-29 



Worldwide Shaking



The End of The World?



Hebrews 12

25 See to it that you do not refuse him who

speaks. If they did not escape when they

refused him who warned them on earth, how

much less will we, if we turn away from him

who warns us from heaven? 26 At that time his

voice shook the earth, but now he has

promised, ‘Once more I will shake not only

the earth but also the heavens.’ 27 The words

‘once more’ indicate the removing of what

can be shaken – that is, created things – so

that what cannot be shaken may remain.

28 Therefore, since we are receiving a

kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us be

thankful, and so worship God acceptably

with reverence and awe, 29 for our ‘God is a
consuming fire.’



The Kingdom of God

22 But you have come to Mount Zion, to the city of the living God, the

heavenly Jerusalem. You have come to thousands upon thousands of

angels in joyful assembly, 23 to the church of the firstborn, whose names are

written in heaven. You have come to God, the Judge of all, to the spirits of

the righteous made perfect, 24 to Jesus the mediator of a new covenant,

and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a better word than the blood of
Abel. (Hebrews 12)



Calamities



Lesson From The Fig Tree

32 Now learn this lesson from the fig-tree: as soon as its twigs become

tender and its leaves come out, you know that summer is near.

(Matthew 24)



You Do Not Know When

42 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know on what day your Lord

will come. 43 But understand this: If the owner of the house had known at

what time of night the thief was coming, he would have kept watch and

would not have let his house be broken into. 44 So you also must be ready,

because the Son of Man will come at an hour when you do not expect him.

(Matthew 24)



A Warning From Heaven



A Warning From Heaven

The sensory event accompanying the giving of the law were

numerous, spectacular and impressive. One could not ask for more

impressive or substantial proof, not only of God’s existence, but of

His majesty, power, and holiness. In spite of their immediate impact

on the Israelites, these awesome manifestations of God’s power

and holiness did not produce faith or obedience. God miraculously

and spectacularly humbled the “gods” of Egypt and then parted

the Red Sea for His people to pass through. Shortly after this, He

gave Israel His law, accompanied with a grand display of His

awesome holiness at Mount Sinai. But after all this, the Israelites still

murmured and grumbled and rebelled against God. While they

were still at the base of Mount Sinai and Moses was still on the

mountain, they had Aaron fashion a golden calf, which they

worshipped like the heathen.

(Bob Deffinbaugh, "An Unshakeable Kingdom”)



Removing

27 The words ‘once more’ indicate the removing of what can be

shaken – that is, created things – so that what cannot be shaken may

remain. (Hebrews 12)



A Great Cloud of Witness

1 Therefore, since we are surrounded

by such a great cloud of witnesses, let

us throw off everything that hinders

and the sin that so easily entangles.

And let us run with perseverance the

race marked out for us, 2 fixing our

eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and

perfecter of faith. For the joy that was

set before him he endured the cross,

scorning its shame, and sat down at

the right hand of the throne of

God.3 Consider him who endured

such opposition from sinners, so that

you will not grow weary and lose

heart.

(Hebrews 12)



Throw Off 

Our choices are not always between right and wrong, but between

something that may hinder us and something else that may not.

David Guzik



Throw Off

14 Make every effort to live in peace with everyone and to be holy; without

holiness no one will see the Lord. 15 See to it that no one falls short of the

grace of God and that no bitter root grows up to cause trouble and defile
many. 16 See that no one is sexually immoral … (Hebrews 12)



Perseverance & Focus



Do Not Be Like Esau

16 See that no one is sexually immoral, or is godless like Esau, who for a
single meal sold his inheritance rights as the oldest son. 17 Afterwards, as
you know, when he wanted to inherit this blessing, he was rejected. Even
though he sought the blessing with tears, he could not change what he had
done. (Hebrews 12)



Abraham

13 … admitting that they were foreigners and strangers on earth.
16 Instead, they were longing for a better country – a heavenly one.

Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for he has prepared
a city for them. (Hebrews)



Bob Deffinbaugh

Esau was a man who, unlike the people of faith named in Hebrews 11, did

not look for God’s blessings after his death. Esau was a man who did not

believe in what he could not see. The spiritual blessings, which

accompanied the birthright of the firstborn were “unseen” future promises;

the bowl of stew was something he could see, and smell, and (if he traded

his birthright for it) taste. Similarly, Esau’s immorality was yet another

evidence of his desire for present physical pleasure, as opposed to

delayed divine blessings.

Mount Sinai is something like Jacob’s stew, while Mount Zion is like Esau’s

birthright. The birthright and its blessings were vastly better, but these were

future and thus as yet “unseen.” The revelation of God to Israel at Mount

Sinai was seen, heard, smelt (the smoke), and felt (the earthquakes). The

law that was given set forth God’s conditions for Israel’s enjoyment of an

earthly kingdom. Judaism clung to Sinai, Moses, and the Old Covenant

because it seemed to offer a more immediate (albeit inferior) and more

visible kingdom.



Bob Deffinbaugh

Mount Zion, on the other hand, represents a spiritual city (“the heavenly

Jerusalem”) and thus a spiritual kingdom. Mount Zion represents all that

Christians hope for in the next life and that for which they are willing to

make great sacrifices in this life. Just as Esau had to make a choice

between a bowl of stew and God’s promised blessings, so the readers must

choose between a present, earthly, Jewish kingdom (Mount Sinai) with its

earthly temple, or God’s promised eternal kingdom (Mount Zion).



Heart Questions

Are you worshiping the unshakeable God,

or are you worshiping shakeable

possessions? Is your heart fixed on God? Is

God your treasure, or is the world your

treasure? Is God your security, or is your

retirement plan your security? Is God your

fellowship, or is your family the sum total of

your fellowship? Are you an idolater? Is

God your portion in this life, or is the world

your portion? Do you stand with reverence

and awe before the power and holiness of

God, who is a consuming fire toward all

sin, and do you clothe yourself with the

asbestos righteousness of Jesus Christ, so

that the fire of God can be seen from

within as glory and not as punishment?



Keep Watch!

13 ‘Therefore keep watch, because you do not know the day or the

hour. (Matthew 25)



John Piper

God means to give hope-filled and shocking warnings before the Day of
the Lord, the same way labor pains are hope-filled warnings that a mother
and father should get ready and go to a safe place to have the baby. God
means to give birth-pangs to the world so that the world wakes up and
knows something is about to happen. This is mercy that with all the tragedy
that there is in all the calamities of the world, it's the loud, stark voice of a
holy God saying, "Get ready there is a shaking coming that will leave no
house standing, no building standing, no place to stand but the throne.”

That's the meaning—they are warnings. And there will be an increasing
number of calamities, so that there is growing a sense of unsettledness in
the world and people grasp and some hang onto money and some cling
to power and some go after the bottle and some go after sex and some go
after vacations and only a few have their love not grow cold because
lawlessness is multiplied. Those will be the ones who hear the voice of the
Lord in the shaking of our world in these last days. Open your eyes to read
the signs of the times so that you not be taken off-guard when the calamity
comes. Whether it's your own little private calamity of a stopped heart, or
whether everybody together rolls with the earthquake. It is coming, and the
Lord is warning us that it is coming. Again and again and again he is
shaking people awake to the reality of the instability of this world and the
desirability of the unshakable kingdom that he offers.



Worship God Acceptably


