
To Live is Christ 
and to Die is 

Gain
                Phi1:21-26



21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But 
if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; 
yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 23 For I am 
hard-pressed between the two, having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better. 
24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for 
you. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall 
remain and continue with you all for your progress and 
joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me may be more 
abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again. 
(NKJV)



 Personal and Expressive – Joy (Cheerfulness)
3 I thank my God upon every remembrance of 
you, 4 always in every prayer of mine making request for 
you all with joy, 5 for your fellowship in the gospel from 
the first day until now, 6 being confident of this very thing, 
that He who has begun a good work in you will 
complete it until the day of Jesus Christ; 7 just as it is right 
for me to think this of you all, because I have you in my 
heart, inasmuch as both in my chains and in the defense 
and confirmation of the gospel, you all are partakers with 
me of grace. 



Paul a Prisoner
19 For I know that this will turn out for my deliverance 
through your prayer and the supply of the Spirit of Jesus 
Christ, 20 according to my earnest expectation and hope
that in nothing I shall be 
ashamed, but with all boldness, 
as always, so now also Christ will 
be magnified in my body, whether 
by life or by death.



To Live is Christ and to Die is Gain
 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But 
if I live on in the flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor; 
yet what I shall choose I cannot tell. 
 23 For I am hard-pressed between 
the two, having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far 
better.
 



To Live is Christ and to Die is Gain
22 … yet what I shall choose I cannot 
tell. 23 For I am hard-pressed between the 
two …
 

Paul in  unpleasant situation
 7  … inasmuch as both in my chains …
12  … the things which happened to me … 
13  … my chains are in Christ …
     

Paul had suffered much. Enough?
Some of us are really suffering



To Live is Christ  
 21 For to me, to live is Christ … 22 But if I live on in the 
flesh, this will mean fruit from my labor …
24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for 
YOU. 25 And being confident of this, I know that I shall 
remain and continue with you all for your progress and 
joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me may be more 
abundant in Jesus Christ by my coming to you again.



To Live is Christ
Purpose in Life
To Live for Christ
Fruitful labor for Christ
    Serving God, building others
    Generally and specifically
   



To Live is Christ
Serving God by Serving Others
24 Nevertheless to remain in the flesh is more needful for 
YOU. 25 … that I shall remain and continue with you all for your 
progress and joy of faith, 26 that your rejoicing for me … by my 
coming to you again.

What is our purpose for living?
    Living for Christ, serving Him and serving others
    Life is short – a joy to build others



To Die is Gain
 21 … and to die is gain…   23 … having a desire to depart 
and be with Christ, which is far better.
 

Gain – profit, advantage
Desire - longing
Be with Christ
      No more suffering
Far better 



To Die is Gain
 

Life with Christ is far better
There may be times when 
we wish we could just die







 



To Live is Christ and To Die is Gain
• A time to live and a time to die
• When we live, we live for Christ
        Fruitful labor
        Building others
• When we die, we will be with Christ
        An assured hope 
        Something to look forward to


